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We are delighted that you wish to have your child baptised 
at St. Andrew’s. This leaflet is designed to give information 
and answer your questions and to raise others you may wish 
to ask. 
Some of the church's new thinking may involve a different 
approach to baptism than the one you may have experienced 
with any older children you may have, or baptisms you have 
attended elsewhere. 
 
Who can be baptised? 

Anyone who has not been baptised already. It is a  
symbol of God’s unconditional love for the baptised so 
there are no bars to your child whether you are  
married or partners, divorced or separated, a single 
parent or an adopting couple ;whether you are gay or 
straight ; whether you have great faith or little,  
attend church regularly or never; ………….  God loves you 
and your child! 

God Parents 
There are usually 3.  If you want to have more 
please talk with the vicar when he calls. They 
should, ideally, be confirmed & be people who will help 
you  to bring up your child with a spiritual dimension. 

Do we have to fulfil any requirements? 
Some churches demand  attendance at  church  
services for a number of weeks or months before they 
will even talk about baptism, others expect parents to 
be baptised, still others insist on parenting skills 
courses or attending an ‘Alpha’ course on discipleship.  
Some of these are good things in their own right, but 
not as conditions that have to be met in order for  
baptism to take place. 
All we hope is that you will respond to God’s love shown 
 in the ceremony, and we will support you in that if 
that would help you. 

We do not make any conditions  such as those outlined 
above BUT ……. 
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No—sometimes young people or 
adults may wish to be baptised. 
This desire is often awakened by 
the baptism of another family 
member or by a  
life-changing event  eg, getting 
married.  
Please talk to us about the possi-
bility. We would be so pleased to 
encourage you . 
 
What’s the process from here? 
 Please read through this 
leaflet and note any questions to 
ask the clergy when one of them 
calls. 
 If you want to go ahead 

please fill in the form and send it back to the Vic-
ar or clergy person who sent it to you . 

 One of the clergy will ‘phone you to arrange to 
visit you and talk about the service. 

 
Rev. David Hewlett 
Vicar of Corbridge with Newton Hall and Halton 
The Vicarage, Greencroft Ave ., Corbridge. 
01434-632128 
June 14 
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A lighted candle is given usually to the child’s father , but 
an older sibling or a God parent might be more  appropriate 
depending on circumstances. 
 
Whoever is baptising  will try to hold the baby     after the 
baptism, through the signing with the cross and the giving 
of the candle so that s/he can carry the child up the aisle 
to be welcomed at The Peace, however if this  
distresses the child he will hand him/her  back to mum! 
                          
How will the church’s support be shown? 

 Members of the baptism support group will keep 
in touch 

 You will be welcomed at any service in church 
with your child /children, especially at the All 
Age Informal family Worship and Messy Church. 
Details of dates will be on the web site and on 
notice boards. 

 The clergy are always available to you should you 
want to talk with someone confidentially about 
any matter at all. 

 We have crèche and Junior Church at our 9:30 
Sunday service 

 
“We’re not sure that we want to have our child bap-
tised, but we would like a ceremony where we can say 
“Thank You” for his/her arrival and mark this important 
event in our family. 
What should we do?” 
 

Talk with the clergy 
who can tell you 
about services of 
Thanksgiving for the 
birth of a child 
 

Is baptism just for ba-
bies? Signed with the cross 
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 We have set Sundays for baptisms; so please do 
not make any family arrangements until a date 
has been agreed with the vicar. 

 there could be up to three baptisms on a Baptism 
Sunday. 

 Baptisms  take place during the main 9:30 Sunday 
Service or at 11:30 –see encl. slip with possible 
dates 

 This is logical in as much as part of the service is 
asking the local church to support you in prayer 
and action in the bringing up of your child, so 
they need to be a welcoming community to you all. 
. 

 Parents, God parents, church and family are all 
involved 
and all 
need to be 
present to-
gether at 
the cere-
mony. 

 We realise 
that this 
may well 
mean that 
people 
from away will need to stay overnight, as they 
would for a wedding, and that “Christening teas”  
will become “Christening lunches”. 

 Sometimes there are exceptional family circum-
stances which should be taken into account in any 
planning. Please talk to the clergy about these 
when they visit. 

 please be re-assured—there is a warm welcome 
for children here, even if they make their      
presence felt! 

 St. Andrew’s  is a lively, friendly and welcoming 
church, people from 9 weeks to 99 years old are 
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very soon put at their ease  
Are there any charges for baptism? 

No –there are none. There will be the usual collection 
as part of the service. If anyone wishes to make a  
donation we are grateful for that, but do not expect 
it . 
 

Do I have to get anyone else’s permission? 
 If you are a single parent, the permission of the 

other parent must be sought. Talk about this with 
the clergy when they call. 

 If you live in another parish but, for good reason, 
want your child baptised at St. Andrew’s, you will 
have to write to inform your local Parish Priest, 
with a copy to the vicar. 

 “Good reasons” might include : Corbridge is where 
you were married, where your family home is, 
where you worship regularly.  

 Ideally baptism should take place in the parish in  
 
which you live so that the church community there can 
care and pray for you as a   family. 

What’s involved in the service? 
 

 Parents and God parents are asked the following 
questions:- 

 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives these children 
with joy. Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. Will 
you pray for them, draw them by your example into the commu-
nity of faith and walk with them in  the way of Christ?    

They reply:      With the help of God, we will. 

In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. You 
speak for them today. Will you care for them, and help them to 
take their place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 

 

They reply:    With the help of God, we will. 
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In answering these 
two questions you 
pledge your support of 
the child in seeking 
the way of faith. 
 
 
 At The Decision par-
ents and God parents  
are asked:- 

    Do you turn to Christ? 

They reply :            I turn to Christ. 

 

    Do you repent of your sins? 

They reply:  I repent of my sins. 

 

    Do you renounce wrongdoing? 

They reply:  I renounce wrongdoing. 
 
These replies signify the direction in which you are facing 
and the road along which you wish to travel and lead those 
being baptised.  
It does not mean that you know everything about Jesus 
Christ, faith and life—none of us can claim that!  
It  does not mean that you will never do wrong again –sadly 
we all do that!; but it does mean that you are resolute in 
asking God’s help as you stand against all that is wrong in 
your life and in the world. 
 

There will be a collection at the service to be used to 
fund Messy Church –a regular event for families in 

Corbridge 


