Reflection: Genesis 2: 4b -9, 15 -17 Linda E Hunter

In Genesis 2, we have a passage rich in meaning speaking to us about God’ s provision for us and
the power of being able to make a choice. Through the creation of the Garden of Eden and the
instructions given to Adam, we discover more about God’s care for his creation, the role
humanity is meant to play, and the responsibility that comes with the freedom to make choices.

This chapter begins by describing how God formed the earth and created the garden of Eden. He
placed Adam in this garden, a lush paradise filled with trees that were both beautiful and
provided food. This act of placing Adam in the garden speaks volumes about God's nature. God
didn’t simply create the world and leave it; He created a special place for Adam —a place meant
to provide for him, nurture him, and sustain him. The garden was not just an empty plot of land,
but a carefully designed environment meant to support life. The trees were “pleasant to the sight
and good for food,” which shows that God's provision is not only functional but also beautiful.
God’s provision goes beyond what is necessary for survival. He gives us abundance and beauty
to enjoy, just as he did for Adam.

From the very beginning, we see that God’s intent for humanity was not to live in isolation but
in relationship —with both God and creation. The garden was a place of peace, where Adam could
experience time in God’s presence. It was a place that was designed to help humanity thrive,
reflecting God’s heart as a loving and generous provider, creating an environment where Adam
could flourish physically, emotionally, and spiritually. It's a reminder for us today that God
continues to provide for us in similar ways, filling our lives with blessings that we may sometimes
take for granted. Whether it’'s through the beauty of nature, the relationships we have, or the
resources we use, God’s provision is always present.

However, God’s plan for humanity wasn’t simply to exist in a beautiful garden of plenty. He gave
Adam a specific responsibility —to “till and keep” the garden. This responsibility was not a
punishment or burden; it was part of Adam's purpose in creation. God created Adam to engage
with the world around him, to care for it and help it flourish. Our work, whether in the garden
or in the world, is a vital part of God’s purpose for humanity. God himself worked in creating the
world, and he invites us to participate with him in this ongoing work.

When we look at our own lives, we are reminded that our work —whatever form it may take—
is part of God’s purpose for us.. Adam's task of tending to the garden wasn’t about mere survival;
it was about being part of the creative process, caring for the world, and taking responsibility for
it. In the same way, whatever we do in our daily lives should reflect the goodness of God, and it
can bring us closer to him when we approach it with a sense of purpose and stewardship.

Another important aspect of this passage is the command that God gives Adam about the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. God tells Adam that he is free to eat from any tree in the garden,
except for this one tree, warning him that if he eats from it, he will die. This command introduces
the concept of choice and the importance of obedience. The tree represents a decision: Adam
could either obey God’s command and trust in his wisdom, or he could choose to decide for
himself what is good or evil. God gives Adam the freedom to make this choice, and in doing so,
he also gives Adam the opportunity to be obedient.



I think that true freedom is not found in doing whatever we want, but in choosing to live within
the boundaries that God sets for us. God’s boundaries are not meant to limit us, but to protect us
and guide us through life. The tree symbolizes the opportunity for Adam to make a choice—a
choice to follow God’s wisdom or to pursue his own understanding of good and evil. It’s
important to recognize that God’s commands are for our benefit, helping us to live in harmony
with his purpose and avoiding the destructive consequences of choosing to go our own way.

This lesson about the power of choice applies to us today. Just as Adam had to make a choice in
the garden, we are faced with choices every day —choices that shape our relationship with God
and our lives in the world. We, too, are invited to trust God’s wisdom and follow his commands.
When we do so, we experience the all that God offers to us. However, when we choose our own
way, we often experience separation from God and the consequences of our decisions. Our
choices matter, and they have lasting effects.

The lessons of the Garden of Eden are still relevant for us. God provides abundantly for us. He
still calls us to be stewards of His creation, caring for the world and the people around us, giving
us the freedom to choose. We are continually faced with decisions about how we will live. In the
same way that Adam was given a command in the garden, we are given instructions from God
through his word. The question is whether we trust him and obey, or whether we try to define
good and evil for ourselves.

Genesis 2 teaches us that God is a generous provider who cares deeply for his creation. He places
us in a world full of purpose, where our work has meaning, and where our choices matter. Just
as Adam was placed in a garden to care for it, we are placed in this world to steward it well. And,
just as Adam was given the choice to trust and obey God, we too are invited to make the choice
to follow is wisdom. May we live with purpose, making good choices and trusting that God’s
commands are for our good.



